Efficacy of laparoscopic surgery for recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma.
Although laparoscopic hepatectomy is increasingly performed for hepatocellular carcinoma, few studies have investigated the efficacy of laparoscopic surgery, including hepatectomy for the treatment of recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma. We report the results of our study on the efficacy of laparoscopic surgery. Forty-three of 123 hepatocellular carcinoma patients underwent laparoscopic surgery in 2002-2009; 16 were treated for recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma. The characteristics and postoperative outcomes of these 16 patients were retrospectively investigated. Seven patients underwent laparoscopic hepatectomy, 1 underwent laparoscopic radiofrequency ablation, 7 underwent resection of an extrahepatic metastatic tumor and 1 patient received diagnostic assessment. Twelve of the 15 surgical patients had a repeat recurrence after surgery. Survival at 2 years was significantly higher in patients with intrahepatic vs. extrahepatic recurrence (100% vs. 42.9%). In addition, overall survival (51.2 vs. 23.0 months) was significantly longer in patients with intrahepatic recurrence, although disease-free survival (19.2 vs. 10.6 months) was not so. Laparoscopic surgery for recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma enabled precise tumor localization, more accurate diagnosis, and more careful selection of therapy based on hepatic functional reserve and recurrence type. Laparoscopic surgery appears to be an effective, minimally invasive option for the diagnosis and treatment of recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma.